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Party Success Starts with Planning!
FIRST
1)Hire an entertainer. To get 

t h e b e s t e n t e r t a i n e r 
possible, it is advisable to 
book early. Yes, the best 
MAY be available if you call 
the day before-- if you are 
lucky!

2)Decide on a guest list.
3)Schedule party activities.
4)Decide which decorations 

and favors to make and 
which to buy.

5)List supplies needed.
6)Plan the menu.

SECOND
1)Confirm the location (if not 

at your home).
2)Make/buy invitations. Check 

out the free invitations in the 
last 2 pages of this guide!

3) Mail the invitations, drop 
them off, or send to school.

4) Buy party supplies.

5) Make party decorations and 
favors.
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BIO 
Kerry "KC" Cameron has done 

over 4,500 parties and really 
understands kids, and what makes 
them happy.  

He lives with his lovely wife, 
attorney Sheree Cameron; his 
autistic son Aidan; Ella, their 
English Mastiff; and George, their 
Lab mix; their two parrots, Jax, 
and Kyla . 

KC served in the Army for six 
years, mostly in 5th Special Forces 
(Green Berets) in Intelligence & 
Infantry. Later he returned home 
to Alaska and went to college for 
Philosophy. During the summers 
he commercially f ished and 
logged while not performing. 

KC has been a professional 
magician for over 20 years. He 
has performed all across the 
country, as a magician, hypnotist, 
and circus clown. He now resides 
in Raleigh, NC.

Memories 
Make your child's birthday 

party the best it can be!  It can 
help your child develop 
relationships that can carry on 
into adulthood.  

Take time; don't rush through 

things - this 
will only happen once. Have a 

6)  Order cake from bakery (if 
you are not making it).

7)  Arrange for extra help. 

THIRD (the week before)
1)Finish the decorations and 

favors.
2)Confirm the order for the 

cake and/or party supplies.
3)Bake cake and freeze it (if 

you are making it yourself.)
4) Make any other foods that 
can be made ahead of time 
and store in the freezer.

5) Write out a final schedule 
of activities for the party.

FOURTH (2-3 days 
before)
1)Buy remaining food for the 

party.
2) Get film, batteries, and/or 

videotape - plenty.
3) C h e c k b a t t e r i e s f o r 

cameras, flash units, and/or 
camcorders.

4) Get an exact guest count. 
Tally responses and call 
t h o s e w h o h a v e n ' t 
responded.

IPSUM: Vivamus est ipsum, 
vehicula nec, feugiat rhoncus, 
accumsan id, nisl. 

Every package, of course, includes a room 
full of laughing, happy children!



FIFTH (the day before)

1)  Finish decorating cake or 
pick up cake from bakery. 
( K e e p c a k e f r e s h b y 
inserting toothpicks along 
rim and in middle section of 
the cake, 1/2" deep. Cover 
loosely with foil or plastic 
wrap. Place in refrigerator.)

2) Childproof party area. Pick 
up any toys that could be a 
distraction.

3) Decorate any indoor areas 
of par ty. Weather can 
damage decorations, so 
wait for any outside decor.

4) Prepare all the food you 
can prepare in advance.

5) Print out signs to help guide 
your guests to your party.

THE PARTY DAY

1)Prepare the last of the food.
2) Decorate outside, including 

placing direction signs. 
3)Mark the outside of the 

house or the party area with 
balloons and/or a signs.

4) Keep your schedule of 
party activities available.

Why Captain Kid 
& 

Gentle Big Red Jax 
the Parrot? 

Why is a CaptainKidMagic.com show 
the perfect birthday show for your girl 
or boy? Gather ‘round! 

KC can handle all the entertainment- 
he is the best children’s magician in 
the area! No stress! No worries! KC 
has done literally THOUSANDS of 
parties. You never have to worry 
about the party failing with KC 
entertaining. 

KC brings the Majestic Gentle Giant 
Parrot Jax, a beautiful Greenwing 
Macaw, for a little magic and pictures 
with your guests! 

If requested, KC can provide an 
incredible array of balloons for the 
children to take home! 

Throw a  

Costume Party! 
Everyone loves a costume party - 
so why not make yours one, too? 
It is not much more work, and it is 
a lot of fun. Your child will love 
preparing for it, and so will the 
other children! It will make your 
party even more memorable. Even 
more fun, have the adults dress-
up, too! Encourage them to dress 
in theme! 
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Organize the Party! 
Part of the secret of a well-

organized par ty is a wel l -
organized party area. Here are 
some suggestions to help you get 
a n d k e e p t h e p a r t y a r e a 
organized.

Materials
H a v e a l l t h e 

materials for games 
and activities set up 
a n d r e a d y t o 
d i s t r i bu te . P lace 
them out in the order 
that they will be used 
in order to prevent 
confusion. 

Furnishings
The height of furniture is 

generally designed for adults.  For 
kids under 5 making crafts, it 
is best to place folding 
tables (or plywood) directly 
on the floor. You can raise 
them up by placing them on 

milk crates. Kid size plastic chairs 
are also inexpensive to buy (or 
borrow) and will make the party 
more “kid friendly”.

Trash
Don't forget trash cans. 
Accessible trash cans in 
the party area will help 
keep things neat!

Presents 
A card table near the 
entry door will help keep 
things organized!

Picture Time
Have your camera ready with 

plenty of film / video tape / 
memory / batteries. Make sure 

batteries are charged, 
a n d h a v e e x t r a 
batteries available for 
the camera/flash. 

Gentle Giant Jax Born in 2000, Big Red 
Jax the Gentle Giant - 
is a Jumbo Greenwing 
Macaw! She is over 
40 inches long with a 
similar wingspan! Jax 
loves people! She likes 

being petted & held, 
and will vogue for 
photos. In the summer 
of '06 at the Pepsi "Tall 
Ships" exhibit she was 
held by over 2,000 
people in the span of 

two days. Jax would 
be happy to pose with 
you and your guests at 
your party, and may 
even do a magic trick 
for you!

Envelopes: 

Postage Stamps: 

Candles: 

Plates: 

Plasticware:  

Napkins:  

Cups:  

Tablecloth:  

Place mats:  

Batteries: 

Film/Video:  

Trash bags: 

Glue: 

Transparent Tape: 

Crayons/Markers: 

Decorations: 

Favors: 

Party Supply Checklist

Captain Kid 
(KC's Alter Ego) Provides 

1) . . . wondrous ideas for 
crafts and Pirate Templates 
to meet your birthday party 
needs!  

2) . . . signs to help guide your 
guests to your bir thday 
party. Just download and 
print out! 

3) . . . ideas for pirate grub 
and grog with pictures and 
directions for Pirate Birthday 
cakes! 

4) . . . a Pirate Dictionary you 
can download and print out 
for your Bir thday party 
guests! Everyone can speak 
pirate-like! 

5) . . . a downloadable sheet 
of Family Friendly Pirate 
Jokes you can stuff in your 
pirate treasure bags! 

6) . . . ideas, links, and local 
Raleigh, NC stores for your 
Pirate treasure. 

7) He can even provide 
professional DJ service and 
games for large groups of 
children!
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1)The most popular time to have 
a children's birthday party is at 
2:00 pm on a Saturday. This is 
because people are often free, 
and it is not 
close to lunch 
or dinner, so a 
meal is not 
n e c e s s a r y . 
T h i s a l s o 
m a k e s i t a 
bad time to 
have a party 
because other 
parties will be 
c o m p e t i n g 
with yours for 
that time slot. 

I personally think 2:00 pm on a 
SUNDAY or after school/work 
on a Friday are good because 
there is less competition for 
your guests. Some schools & 
preschools allow parties at 

s c h o o l . T h i s c u t s o u t 
competition completely and 
makes the party much easier for 
you. 

2) Outdoor parties 
are never as good 
as indoor parties 
when it comes to 
t h i s t y p e o f 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 
Outside it can be 
too hot, too cold, 
too windy, or it 
can rain. Insects 
can factor in. If 
you want to have 
an outdoor party, 
please try to have 

the magic indoors and the rest 
outside. I won't have kids 
running around breaking and 
spilling things at my parties -- I 
keep them occupied!  

Relax and have fun!

Keeping Your Party Stress-

Biased Review
First and foremost, KC is 
about the children, and he 
pays special attention to the 
birthday child. KC cares for 
all the kids; you can see it in 
his eyes and his actions. He 
"gets" them, and they LOVE 
him. His magic is striking, 
theatric - wild. There is no 
tame “Uncle George’s Card 
Trick” here! He captivates 
all the adults and children! 
He presents magic in a non-
threatening manner, and the 
children are thrilled! This is 
truly an experience the 
WHOLE family will enjoy. 
Really, even teens get into 
it, and that by itself is 
unbelievable.

At the end he makes the 
birthday child the star! YOU 
REALLY NEED TO BE 
PREPARED TO TAPE THE 
S H O W - A N D D O N ' T 
F O R G E T T H E S T I L L 
CAMERA WITH LOTS OF 
FILM. The kids will come 
over and watch the show 
over and over again. Also, 
y o u c a n d o w n l o a d 
giveaways for free, and they 
really enhance the party. He 
makes everything so easy!

(continued on next page)
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I have found that having a party 
outside in the yard can actually 
cause more problems inside the 
house than having the whole 
party inside. Children track in 
mud and other things. If a child 
has to use the bathroom, he or 
she can end up wandering all 
over the house unsupervised. 
Children often bring outside 
b e h a v i o r i n s i d e a n d c a n 

accidentally break, stain, or 
otherwise hurt your home by 
running and playing roughly. 

At an inside party the kids are 
closely supervised and that red 
Kool-Aid never gets into the 
living room to be spilled on the 
rug or furniture. In thousands of 

parties, I have seen very little of 
this if a party is just indoors. 
REALLY!

3) Children like simple food. 
Children aren't fussy; they just 
want something quick and easy 
so they can get back to enjoying 
the party as soon as they can. 
Plain cheese pizza and chicken 
nuggets are sure hits. Fancier 
foods can be a smash with the 
adults.  

4) Some children will ALWAYS 
arrive late, and disrupt the 
party as everyone rushes over 
to greet them and tell them 
what has happened. To avoid 
this, it is best to have the 
entertainer arrive after the 
party has been going on for 
about a half hour. This gives 
the children plenty of time to 
meet and greet. Hopefully 
t h e r e w i l l n o t b e a n y 
distractions by late arrivals.

5) AIR CONDITIONING! This is 
an active party. With kids 

(continued from page 5)

This is not your normal 
birthday party! No awkward 
tr icks out of a box or 
annoying clown jokes. KC is 
fully interactive. The children 
experience a roller coaster 
ride from glee to awe to 
hilarity. They believe - and 
so will you!

Along for the ride is the 
Majestic Gentle Giant Parrot 
Jax! Jax is a HUGE friendly 
parrot. She does a little 
magic, and everyone gets to 
pose with her. The kids 
really love the experience, 
and you will not believe how 
gentle this big parrot is! She 
is a little scary because of 
her size, but she is very 
f r iend ly - so don ’ t be 
intimidated by her!

Balloon sculptures are often 
used by magicians who 
don't have enough good 
"magic" material. While KC's 
balloons are incredible, his 
magic is even better, so I 
recommend you stick with 
the magic - your kids will 
thank you for it!

A t t h e e n d o f t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e , h e w i l l 
seamlessly get a l l the 
children seated for the cake, 
and you can take the helm. 
The kids will love it and it will 
truly be stress-free.

Keeping Your Party Stress-Free (continued)



jumping up and down for an 
hour, things can get HOT. 
Crank up the air conditioner 
BEFORE the party starts. It 
should be a little too cool . . . 
Don't worry, the kids 
will warm things up!

6)  Parents are VERY 
w e l c o m e a t t h e 
show! Parents are 
sometimes needed 
(even if the children 
think not!), but in the 
p a s t , t h e a d u l t 
conversations have 
c r e a t e d M A J O R 
distractions for the 
children. We all are 
d i s t u r b e d w h e n 
children talk at the 
theater. Well, this is 
t h e c h i l d r e n ' s 
theater!  

7) N a m e b a d g e s /
s t i c k e r s f o r t h e 
children help keep 
the order, and then 
eve ry adu l t can 
address a child with 
the child’s proper name. It 
also can make things more 
personal to your guests when 
the entertainer calls them by 
their first name.

8) Toddlers are welcome to 
enjoy the show, so long as 
the toddlers can sit with their 
parents and won't go walking 
around the older children! The 
kids get very excited and can 
easily not see a baby in their 
midst. Toddlers often like to 
come and visit the entertainer 
during the performance, and 

that can slow down the party, 
too.  

9) The show is very interactive, 
and the food w i l l s low 

everyone down.  A child can 
also choke when laughing 
with a mouthful of food. Plus, 
eating and drinking before or 
during the show can cause 
stains! Not only can a spill 
damage your carpet, but it 
stops the show until it is 
cleaned up. Considering the 
entertainer is paid by the 
hour, that is also expensive! .

10) Turn party preparations into 
a family project! You have 
less work to do AND your 
children will feel they helped 
make the party a success!

11) Make a realistic estimate of 
how much preparation time is 
involved and how much time 
you can devote to party 
preparation. Things always 
take longer than you plan. 

12) Start preparations early. 
It is much easier to find 
15-30 minutes per evening 
than to do it all the day 
before the party. 

13) Shop smart. Make a list 
of things you need and 
where you can get them. 

14) Noisemakers, balloons,  
and other distractions like 
TVs and radio can split the 
children's attention. To 
max imize the mag ica l 
effect, it is best to keep 
distractions to a minimum 
during the party!  

15) Often a child who wants 
attention will start playing 
with your child's toys if they 
are available. These "new" 

t o y s w i l l a l w a y s b e a 
distraction to the children 
anyway, and if you wish, there 
will be plenty of time to play 
with them later!   

16) The presents are the least 
en te r t a i n i ng , and once 
o p e n e d c a n b e v e r y 
distracting! Opening presents 
can be very boring to many 
younger children - especially 
if there are a lot of children. 
Bo red ch i l d ren can be 
problem-causing children!   

Keeping Your Party Stress-Free! (continued)
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of film and batteries for 
your v ideo and s t i l l 
cameras if you forget 
them! Many clients want 
lots of action shots and 
poses with parrot Jax. 
This will only happen 
once, so be ready!

18) Children LOVE theme 
parties! Getting into a 
theme is not hard! Buy 
and/or make decorations. 
Use themed food. Use the 
themed invitations, jokes, 
etc. All of them will garner 
exc i tement and he lp 
m a k e y o u r p a r t y 
unforgettable! Really, this 
works wonders!   

19) Birthday parties can be very 
stressful for younger birthday 
children in particular. 
They really love it, but 
sometimes they do 
not want to interact 
due to all the fuss 
be ing made over 
them. Relax; this is 
normal . They are 
having a good time 
just watching all the 
excitement!  At the 
end they are the 
stars. Then they are generally 
receptive to attention because 
they are acclimated to the 
party.   

20) Your pets will be fine, but 
keeping everything but the 
fish locked in a bedroom will 
lesson the chance of a 
disruption! Remember Jax is 
a big parrot; she is used to 
dogs, but they are rarely used 
to her! Dogs also can get 

and accidentally knock down 
children and lamps!   

21) I believe it is best for parties 
to end on a high note - two 

hours to two and a 
half hours is an ideal 
time for a successful 
children's party.   

22) Children who are 
not wi th in a few 
years of your child 
will often feel out of 
place at your child's 
party. Seven year old 
Jimmy may play with 

his three year old sister at 
home, but neither he nor his 
friends will probably play with 
younger children at your 
child's party.   

23) It is tempting to invite more 
children to your party than 
your house can handle. The 
entertainer will keep all the 
kids entertained, but you will 
have to manage them during 
the meal. 12 to 20 is a good 

20 to 30 is a good number for 
a hall.   

24) Some children are often shy 
around strangers, and with so 
many people over for the 
party, a child can become 
even more shy. Please let 
your children, and their invited 
guests, explore this web site. 
This will get them ready to 
fully participate in the party 
because they will "know" the 
entertainer, and he will be 
less of a stranger. Surprising 
younger children with ANY 
e n t e r t a i n e r i s c o u r t i n g 
disaster - many children do 
not take well to big surprises.
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